Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Sermon:           “Who Will Roll Away the Stone?”     

Dedication of Offering      
HOLY COMMUNION  

      *Hymn -      “Crown Him With Many Crowns”     Page 234

                    Bell Intro Full Verse   

                    Bell, Piano, Congregation 1st Verse 
                    Bell, Piano, Organ, Congregation 2nd Verse 
                    Bell, Piano, Organ, Congregation 3rd Verse 

      *Benediction 
        Pastor: He is Risen!
        People: He is Risen Indeed!

        All: Alleluia!                                                           



* Postlude 

Worship Service: We welcome you today Easter Sunday April 9, 2023!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are concerned about safety. We encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. 

Bell Choir: Thank you to the children, parents, grandparents who participated in the Bell Choir.  Violet Pellman, Madeline Pellman, Daniel Miller, Elam Miller, Theresa Miller, Riley Herb, Kyla Herb and Marie Herb.
EASTER FLOWERS: Thank you to everyone who sponsored the beautiful flower for our Easter Service today!

LAY READERS: Apr. 9 - Jan Quinn; Apr. 16 - Doris Hand; Apr. 23 - Sue Faust. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.



PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during 
our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.ALTAR 
FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for 

Sunday worship services.    
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin

April 9, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - Easter Sunday
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                     Marie Herb                      

L:  Come, let us praise the Lord.
P:  Let us worship our Risen Savior.
L:  For death has given way to life,

P:  despair has been replaced by hope,

L:  grief has been replaced by joy,

P:  and darkness has been dispelled by light.
ALL:  Christ is Risen, Alleluia!
L: Come, let us worship him. Come, let us praise him!
      *Hymn -   “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”            Page 217
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)
We know, Father, that the good news of the resurrection is not to be kept a secret, hidden away as the private promise to a few. Rather it is to be a universal communication to make known your eternal love to all the world we now ask your forgiveness, and pray that through your Holy Spirit we my rededicate ourselves to this task. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon

       The Psalm: 118:1-2, 14-24 (Responsive)                                  
 L: Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.
P: Let Israel now say, “His mercy endures forever.”
L: The Lord is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation.
 P: The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tents of the righteous; the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.
 L: The right hand of the Lord is exalted; the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.
  P: I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.
L: The Lord has chastened me severely, but He has not given me over to death.
P: Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go through them and I will praise the Lord.
L: This is the gate of the Lord, through which the righteous shall enter.

P:  I will praise You, for You have answered me, and have become my salvation.

L: The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.

P:  This is the Lord’s doing; It is marvelous in our eyes.

ALL: This is the day the Lord has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it
  Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles Creed (In Unison)
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                
   Hymn -                          “He Lives”                                 Page 220             
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
   Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:        Mark 16:1-8    (Pg. 74 N. T. Pew Bible)    Jan Quinn                                                 
     Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
  Congregation: Thanks be to God!         
PRAYER REQUESTS   *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Kelly Shutt, (Hosp, had surgery).; *Barbara Croutharmel (Home) & Dennis Croutharmel;  Sally Baker;  Ed & Peggy Berra; Chris Herb Jr.;  Ed Dobbin; Carol Knight; Diane Shaffer; Carl Miller; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Betty Lebo; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy;  Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Marissa Faust; Charlie/Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Emily Degnitz; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett;  Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Rick Miller; Stanley Moose;  Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Dawne Wilks; Don Markel; Randy & Emma Byerly; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Dwayne Miller, Mike & Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; Chad Kitchen, (Hosp out of critical condition); John Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s brother-in-law); Jay Zerby, (Rachael Bryson’s grandson, car accident, home) ;
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. 

In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
     CHURCH CALENDAR
Apr. 9 - Easter Sunday - 

     6:30AM - Sunrise Service-Camp Hebron (Breakfast to follow)

                 9:00AM - Sunday School - The Chosen
          10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online -Communion this Sunday, Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Bob Endy, Sharon Fetterhoff,  (*Marie Herb and *Sue Faust if four servers are needed)
Apr. 10 - 7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee

Apr. 11 - 5:30-7:00PM - Free Community Meal 

               (Eat-at-church only)
Apr. 16 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
Apr. 23 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
              1:30-3:30PM - G. S. Sister-2-Sister Event
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday April 11th, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Chicken, Filling, salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall 

GIRL SCOUT TROOP MEETINGS:
Troops 11570 and 10728 meet 1st & 3rd Sundays t 6:00-7:30PM

Troop 11302 meets 1st & 3rd Sundays 4:30-6:00PM

Troop 11301 meets 2nd Thursday each month 6:00-7:30PM
SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Apr. 9 - Ken Bechtel; Apr. 16 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Apr. 23 - Ed & Peggy Berra. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you. The Adult Sunday School class is studying “The Chosen” Season One. Please join us.
BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethesda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

What does the Pastoral Search Committee plan to do next?

    Our next step is to complete our church profile. This is what potential candidates will look at to see if they are interested in the position. After our profile is published, it will take some time for us to get profiles to review. We plan on giving more updates in the future and we apologize that you haven’t heard from us more often.
Things to keep in mind:

· The committee only started to work on the search process in October.

· It takes about 12-18 months for the process to be complete, so please be patient.

· We are an elected group. We ask that you continue to trust us as we go through this process.

· We can’t share everything that we do. When we agreed to serve on the committee, we agreed to confidentiality.

                      Thank you again, PSC Chair Bridget Campbell

                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                            Weekly Devotional for Easter Sunday April 9, 2023

Invocation:

Loving Father, we gather to celebrate your presence with us; to offer You our praise and our prayers, our love and our obedience.  We rejoice in your love for us, and in the life we have been given through the sacrifice of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Open our eyes to recognize Your presence here among us; Open our hearts to the love that You have for us; and open our minds to the truth You would reveal to us.  In Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Mark 16:1-8

Sermon Title and Message:
“Who Will Roll Away the Stone?”

The story of the Resurrection of Jesus is recorded in all four of the Gospels, each giving different details that come together to give us a fuller picture of the events of the day.  Our focus today is on Mark’s Gospel.  For he adds something that the other three do not.  It says as the women went to the tomb, they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb.”  

That first Easter morning, when the women made their way to the tomb, they had just one question on their minds: “Who will roll away the stone for us?”  When I have something on my mind I usually can’t sleep.  Or I will go to sleep and then wake up thinking about the problem at hand.  I will go over it and over it in my mind, working out each little detail of how I will accomplish whatever it is that I need to do.  I can imagine that those women probably stayed awake for countless hours from Friday until Sunday morning just thinking about that stone and how they would move that stone.  For it was a very large stone. It would have taken about twenty men to roll the stone away, given what we know about tombs at that time. So these three women knew they didn’t stand a chance. 

They wanted to anoint their beloved Savior’s body. It would be their last act of love toward the one who showed them such love. But how? How would they accomplish this act of love?  As they headed to the tomb that morning, I’m sure that was foremost on their minds. Apparently, they were not thinking about whether the guards would let them approach the tomb.  They weren’t worried about being arrested, as followers of Jesus. They weren’t wondering why Peter and the others were not joining them.  They weren’t concerned with how they would react to seeing Jesus’ body, their Savior, crucified and laying dead in a tomb.  No, all they were really thinking about was, who would roll away the stone for them?  For it was a very large stone.

Easter means many things to us as Christians. It’s too big a miracle to mean just one thing.  Easter clearly means that Christ is Risen!  It means that Jesus has defeated death!  Easter means that eternal life is real, that death does not end our life with God, and that all who live and believe will never die!

But that stone being rolled away from the tomb – a detail which is recorded in all four gospels – tells us something else about Easter that I think is quite significant.  The stone being rolled away tells us that Easter is also about the ways in which God removes obstacles in our life, those obstacles that try to keep us from God, and try to stop us from living the life that God has called us to live.

Today, I invite you to think about the large stones in your life.  Those obstacles that might be keeping you awake at night and keeping you from living the full abundant life with Christ, here and now. Think about those challenges that are trying to keep you in your tombs, so to speak. Those battles that paralyze us with fear, that trap us, that try to stop us from living, really living, our new lives in Christ. And, then, think about what Easter teaches us about how God plans to remove those stones.

As I think about the followers of Jesus, his first disciples, did you notice that they did not appear in our gospel reading?  They are not going to the tomb to help the women remove the stone.  Now in John’s Gospel the women go first alone to the tomb and then when they discover the stone rolled away, they run and find Simon Peter and John.  They go to the tomb and see for themselves and then they leave.  They go back with the other disciples, all locked away, afraid for their lives. No wonder the women were worried about who would roll away the stone for them – they couldn’t get the men to go to the tomb with them! The men had created a tomb for themselves, and put a stone of their making over it. 

If you remember, it was Peter who denied Jesus three times and no doubt didn’t want to face Jesus after declaring that he would never deny Him.  Peter, is a nickname given to Simon by Jesus, and it literally means rock or stone.  Simon Peter is supposed to be the stone, the rock on which Christ will build his church. But that first Easter morning, the rock of the disciples is locked away with the other disciples, cowering in fear. You might say, in Peter’s case, that the stone Peter needs rolled away is himself. Sometimes that’s true for us, isn’t it?  We get in our own way. We create our own tombs. And the stone covering the tomb is our very own self. 

Who will roll away that stone? Well, after Jesus was raised from the dead, he did as he promised. He showed himself to the disciples. Jesus entered the upper room, he rolled away their stone, he freed them of their fear, and he helped them to proclaim the good news to the world. That is part of the Easter miracle for us, too.

Our risen Lord enters our lives, and even our tombs, and rolls away the stones that are keeping us from being all that God wants us to be. He frees us from fear, and helps us proclaim his message to the world.

Sometimes we need to leave our tombs; we need to step out in faith; and we need to trust that God will be there for us, and help us in our need. The women knew they couldn’t roll that stone away, but it did not stop them from going to the tomb. If Easter means anything, it certainly means that God will be with us, always, and especially when we need God to be.

But we can’t let the women off quite that easy today.  Go back to what happened that first Easter morning.  When the women arrived at the tomb, the stone was already rolled away from the tomb.  They didn’t need to worry about that at all.  But then they were told to go and tell Peter and the other disciples that Jesus is going ahead of them to Galilee; there they would see him, just as he promised. So, what did the women do? They fled from the tomb, and said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. And that is how Mark’s Easter story ends.

Even after we step out in faith, we can still find ourselves stumbling.  There are lots of stones in our paths, it turns out, and it is easy to stumble. The women said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. So, what were the women afraid of?  Perhaps of being laughed at.  How could Jesus go to Galilee if he was dead?  Perhaps of what they had just witnessed. A rolled-away stone, a missing Messiah, and a mysterious message from a young man dressed in a white robe.  That would make anyone afraid, wouldn’t it?  Or perhaps they were afraid of what the disciples would say. Would they think the women were crazy or seeing things?  Would they even believe them? 

The women were afraid, and for good reason. And that fear became another stone that needed to be rolled away. But here is another miracle of Easter: This stone was, indeed, rolled away. It must have been because we know the story.  The women did tell the disciples.  And Jesus did appear to those disciples, just as he promised. And he forgave Peter for denying him.  And he promised to send the Holy Spirit to them.  And he helped them understand what had just happened, and how it fulfilled the promise of Scripture.  And he ascended into heaven.  And the Holy Spirit came. And every last stone in the lives of those disciples was rolled away because there is no stone too large for God.  No obstacle that God cannot remove.

Do you want proof of the resurrection?  There is none that is more convincing to me than this: That Peter and the disciples, who were cowering in fear in their locked upper room, became the most fearless witnesses to the resurrection that you could ever imagine. Most of them dying, unafraid, and unwilling to deny what had become the cornerstone of their faith: that Christ died, rose again, and promised one day to return. 

No one was more fearless than those first disciples. And no stone that this world rolled in front of them could stop them now – Not prison, or threat of death, or anything else in this world.  Now that is a miracle!

So what changed?  How did they go from cowering in fear in a locked room, to boldly sharing the story of Jesus with all the world?  Who rolled away the stone for them?  What else could it be?  It was Jesus himself, who was raised from the dead and appeared to them and rolled away all the stones that were stopping them from doing his work.  And after he did this, they fearlessly proclaimed the good news of the resurrection of our Lord. No stone could trap them anymore.  That, too, is the miracle of Easter for them and for us.

Easter is about an empty tomb, and so much more. It is about our risen Lord, with us always, rolling away the stones and obstacles in our lives. It is about God helping us to live our lives without fear, following our risen Savior wherever he leads us, and helping to usher in God’s reign. Easter means that there is no tomb that God cannot free us from. There is no stone that God cannot roll away. Regardless of how we got there, God doesn’t want us to stay there. God wants to free us from whatever it is that is keeping us from the new life in Christ that the miracle of Easter offers to us all. 

So, do not be afraid. Trust in God. Believe in God’s Son. Rejoice in God’s love for you. And do not worry about who will roll away the stone for you, whatever that stone may be.  For Christ is Risen.  He is Risen indeed. Alleluia!

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Father God, we give You thanks for Your love, Your grace, and Your power on this blessed Resurrection morning!  We thank You for the many friends and loved ones who have made the extra effort to gather here with us today to worship You.  We thank you Lord for the tremendous sacrifice made on our behalf – that You loved us so much that You would send Your very own Son to die for us.  Lord, we know that You are with us in the midst of every one of the fears and tribulations we face.  Help us to live as You desire us to live, with hope and proclaiming this knowledge, this certainty that You are here, working in and through us, and that not even death can stop Your Word, or prevent us from finding new life, joy, and peace through Your Grace.

Lord, we lift up our congregation.  Together may we faithfully meet the needs that You have shown to us.  May we clearly hear and respond to Your Word and your call for us as a whole and for each of us individually.  Help us always to minister to others and to live and to walk in Your love and grace.  

Let us take a moment to lift up those who need our support through prayer this morning, and to lift up those needs that we ourselves have not shared, have left unspoken; or perhaps of which we cannot yet speak. (Silence)

And now Lord, we join together to recite the prayer You taught us so long ago, saying . . . “Our Father, . . . Amen.”

Benediction:

Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Go in peace and feel the presence of the Risen Lord with You, now and forever.  Amen.

